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Please pass this along to the classmates in your network in case they have not yet           

                                    registered with our Alumni Association

Rich Coppolino – Power Champion – PMAAA Board Member – RIP


He was a beloved teacher and Student Counselor at Power for twenty years and aggressively fought the school’s closing. After he left Power he continued his career as a counselor at St. Francis Prep in Fresh Meadows, NY.( where he won the Jack Callery Award for Excellence in School Counseling from the Catholic Secondary School Counselors of New York City)

His love for Power prompted him to organize reunions starting in 1989. In spite of poor health, he continued this effort until it was taken over by the Association in 2006. He was elected to the Association’s Board of Directors in 2003 and served in that capacity while in remission.

In the words of Chick Pisani, PMAAA President “Rich was the spirit and inspiration behind Power Memorial and of the Alumni Association. It was Rich's resolve over the years, since Power's closing, that kept the reunions going. It blossomed into something fantastic and became the Power Memorial Alumni Association, of which Rich is the
cornerstone and foundation. The PMAAA is his legacy. He will evermore, live
on in our hearts.”

75th Anniversary & 17th Annual Reunion  A Superb Event

The Events Committee outdid themselves with their arrangement for the Anniversary/Reunion. From the Cocktail Hour with its “white glove” servers, to the fabulous purple and gold table settings with their souvenir mugs and floral centerpieces, to the incredible variety of delicious food at the buffet it was an outstanding occasion.
With suitable music provided by the DJ, a 50/50 drawing and a silent auction there e appeared to be something for everyone in attendance.

Congratulations and Kudus to Mike Kelly (’55) Ed O’Keefe (’61), Chick Pisani, (’70) John Dwyer,(’61),Sean Crowley(’83),and Joe De Fazio(’71) who formed this committee.
There were a number of high points during the evening. One was the arrival of 

 Bishop Jerry Walsh who came to our affair by slipping out of the Christian

 Brothers 100 Year Celebration at the Waldorf Astoria. He gave a short speech in 

which he congratulated the Alumni on this occasion and complimented the
 Association for its scholarship efforts. He reminded us that Power had a 
reputation for educating he children of immigrants and it was only fitting that we
 should continue that tradition. He was presented with a Certificate of 
Appreciation for the honor he has brought to the association and in gratitude for
 his participation in the annual Mass of Remembrance. He stayed a short time
 after conversing and having pictures taken. His visit was a very gracious gesture
 on his part.

Another highlight was a telephone call from Rich Coppolino, Rich is seriously ill 

and in a hospice Earlier in the week Chick Pisani and Terry McAdams(’52) had 
been to visit him and presented him with a Certificate of Appreciation for his

 outstanding work in keeping the Power Spirit alive through the many Reunions

he had organized and implemented. He sounded strong and aware during the 

conversation. He thanked the Alumni for the Award and spoke of the many years

he had spent teaching and how rewarding that career had been. He said he was now aware how much love had been returned to him from his students.

Another high point of the evening was the awarding of Certificates of Appreciation.

Chick Pisani gave posthumous awards to the families of Dion McKenna(’56) and 

Chuck Cunningham,(’57), who were guests at the celebration, in appreciation of
the efforts of these men on behalf of the Association.

(See the Guest Book on the Website for their response to these awards)
Certificates of Appreciation were also given to Tom “tc” Murray(’52) for his 
inspiration in creating the Mass of Remembrance and serving as first Chairman,

to Frank Feely(’57), our Official Piper for his gift of music, and to Terry

 McAdams for his effort in the “Return of Power” to the St. Patrick’s Day Parade

 and his leadership in the creation of the PMAAA. Joe De Fazio received a plaque 

in recognition of his work on the Mass of Remembrance. Mike Kelly and Ed 

O’Keefe received awards for their extraordinary work in planning and 

implementing the Anniversary celebration.

The 50/50 raffle was won by lucky alumnus who pocketed $1500. (Sorry we 

didn’t get the winners name. )  

The Silent Auction drew many celebrants to its large selection of sports, movies

and music memorabilia. Bidding was active and many participants went home

with some wonderful items.

Summing up…it was a terrific event and from the comments and reactions every

 one had a great time.

                                               BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Board meeting was scheduled for a date after the release of this Newsletter. Details of the meeting will be in the next Newsletter. Anything significant will be posted on the Website.
                                                           NOSTALGIA

                                                                   Little known facts about our school

Mike Gorman(’68) continues his tales:
The Burke Brothers Fight----Like all PMA disputes it was settled on 60th street by the Miles Shoe Corp Warehouse and The Professional Children’s School.  The oddity was that this battle was between two very large twin brothers.  The crux of the battle to be fought I never knew, however when the fight started it was a good one.  Except!! as the pugilists

began they rolled into the side of a parked car, breaking the side mirror.  Rolling like two bears onto the car's hood, they broke the antennae.  Rounds 2 through 10 saw the car kicked and dented in any number of spots.  In the end, the match was a draw with neither 

brother actually a declared winner.  However, there was a looser; I think it was an Oldsmobile.

Wally McCormack (‘47) remembers his first day coming to Power. As he was walking up 61st Street, they were bringing a body out of one of the tenements. Someone said  ”Welcome to the Neighborhood”
I need some help guys. I’m running out of nostalgia. Let’s hear those stories.
.

( Do you have a unique experience or memory of the school? Send it to: mactom@optonline.net)
                                                          .

                                     Alumni & Friends Authors’ Corner

T.C. Murray, a 1952 graduate of Power, and currently a playwright and producer, has 

announced that he will perform a “Power” edition of his play, Oh Brother! the weekend

of November 10, 11 at 8 pm and a Sunday matinee on November 12 at 3 pm. at the 

Church of St. Paul the Apostle Parish Center, 405 W. 59 St., in Room 101

Oh Brother! is a one person, interactive comedy about a year in the life of Brother 

Christopher, a homeroom and freshman Religion teacher at City Catholic High School

during the “fabulous fifties.” It is a classroom play designed to create a classroom-like 

effect, making limited use of those things usually associated with a stage play. It is an

interactive play, where the audience answers questions from Brother Christopher’s

Question Box, take a Smut Quiz, crusade to Ban Bardot, and take the Legion of Decency Pledge not to see censored movies.

TC Murray lived in the “Hell’s Kitchen” neighborhood while attending Power and was a parishioner of St. Paul the Apostle. He taught history at Power during the 1979-80 academic year and in 2003 helped to form the Power Memorial Academy Alumni Assn., becoming the founding Chair if it’s Remembrance Committee.

If you can’t make it over to the show for the Power weekend, it will also play Fri. and 

Sat., Oct. 27, 28; Nov. 3, 4 at 8 pm and matinees on Sunday, Oct. 29, and Nov. 5 at 3 pm.

Tickets are $20. and may be purchased in advance from Smart Tix 212-868-4444 (major credit cards accepted) or at the door prior to each performance. All performances are open to the public.

In our “Final Dismissal” column below, we note the passing of Bruce Quidaciolu (’59)         AKA Bruno Kirby. Bruce was one of our more famous alumni. A superb character actor he appeared some of Hollywood’s biggest movies, including “When Harry Met Sally”, City Slickers and “The Godfather Part II” among others. He was 57 and died from complications related to leukemia. A quote from an LA Newspaper pretty much sums up Bruno’s career

 “Nothing is more shocking than when a great actor goes before his time. This week, we lost the great Bruno Kirby. If you don't know who he is, it's only because he was that good. 
                                                                Clever Quotes
If ignorance is bliss, why aren't there more happy people?
Life may not be the party we hoped for, but while we are here we may as well dance
He who laughs last thinks slowest
Inside every older person is a younger person wondering what happened.
                                                       PMAAA Scholarship Fund

As mentioned earlier in this Newsletter, there was a 50/50 drawing at the Anniversary celebration. The Scholarship fund received $1500 as a result of this event

If you look at the Scholarship Fund Donors page of the Website you will notice a strange thing. There are only three corporate sponsors of the fund. What is unusual is the fact that we have over 1000 members who are in the age bracket of 40-60. It’s reasonable to assume that most of these men are working. It is also reasonable to assume that many of them are working for corporations with “Matching Gift Programs”. So why not more Corporate Sponsors? Are you aware that as a 501(C)3 our fund is eligible for these funds?

Do you know if your Company has a ‘Matching Gift Program”? Do you know how much/how little it takes to participate in such a program? C’mon guys, there’s a lot of money out there waiting to be donated. We can put it to very good use.

                                           LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Fellow Alumni,

            Our 75th Anniversary Reunion /Dinner was a tremendous success. A good time was had by all. The most moving portion of the night was when we arranged to call Rich Coppolino during the evening.  The phone call was tied into the DJ’s sound system and Rich was able to address everyone. I won’t recap the rest of the details of the evening since they are already in this newsletter. 

For those of you who could not attend the reunion, we have plenty of Power memorabilia left over, such as hats, T-shirts, golf shirts, ties and fleece pullovers. If any of you are interested in these items, please send me an email to   a.chickpisani1@verizon.net

Please keep Rich Coppolino in your prayers. He is currently in the Margaret Teitz Care Center in Queens, NY and would love to hear from you. His phone number is 718 725-4285 and he will accept phone calls up until about 7pm. If you wish to pay him a visit, please do so.


The Board and committee members will begin working on our next two events which are the Remembrance Mass and the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Remember to keep St. Patrick’s Day in mind because this year it falls on a Saturday and we are anticipating a larger marching contingent. 

God Bless you all.

Andrew “Chick” Pisani ‘70

President, PMAAA 
                                                                                   Final Dismissal
                                                                               (Requiescant in Pace)
                                                          Joseph Meli  “70 ………..…………….   July 2006                                                                               
                                                       Mike Conroy ‘(71) …………………………………..….August  2006

                                                              Bruce Quidaciolu (“67) (Bruno Kirby)……….  August 2006   
      .
                                                      (If you know of any brother alumni who have passed on please forward

                                                                             their names to:mactom@optonline.net)
SEND SCHOLARSHIP FUND CHECK TO:


Power Memorial Academy Alumni Association
Cherokee Station
P O Box 20493
New York, NY 10021-0068
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Name/Dedicated to: ______________________________ Year(s): ________

 

Relationship/Affiliation: _______________________ Amt. of Donation: $_____

 

Benefactor Name(s): ______________________________________________ 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Donations are tax-deductible.
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