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                           Art Kenney Resigns as President of PMAAA
 
Art Kenney (‘64), announced his resignation as President of the Association effective March 17th 2006. 
 
In a letter to the Board of Directors, Art expressed his desire to work more closely with the Scholarship Committee, an effort he has championed since the inception of the Association. He believes it will require his full time effort to bring the Scholarship Fund to the level of our expectations.
 

As the first President of the PMAAA, Art set a path toward successful goals and significant achievements, he opened lines of communication to many individuals outside our organization, and has worked hard to make them aware of our goals and aspirations, 

 

Art’s dedication and hard work in the interests of the PMAAA are to be appreciated, and his over riding goal has always been the success of the PMAAA.

Thank you Art for your outstanding service.

 

Andrew "Chick" Pisani (’70),Vice President has assumed the office of President.

 

 

                                       March Events

 

 Mass of Remembrance

On Saturday March 11, 2006 our third annual Mass of Remembrance was held in St. Paul’s Church.

 

Once again we had the honor of having Bishop Jerry Walsh (‘59) as the principle celebrant. He concelebrated with Msgr. Michael Dempsey (’50), Fr James Lloyd, and Fr. James McQuade, PMA Chaplin, and two Deacons, Michael Fitzgerald (’49) and John Kelly (’52) they were assisted by Acolyte Paul Morin (’64).

 

Bishop Walsh used the chalice and paten of PMA’s namesake, Monsignor Power, in the celebration of the Mass. These cherished heirlooms and links to PMA’s past were on loan to us through the generosity of Mr. Paul Krebbs, President of All Hallows High School.
 

Over 150 participants joined in this solemn and moving tribute to our deceased brothers, faculty and staff. Once again, beautiful and appropriate music was provided by Joe De Fazio (’71) and Anne Holland, Music Director of St. Paul’s. 

 

Tom Murray (‘51), Mike Kelley (’55) and Chick Pisani (’70) read the names of 280 deceased classmates, as the organ played quietly in the background. An additional feature was added to the Necrology this year that allowed congregants to speak aloud the names of the deceased whom they wished to be especially remembered.

 

The service was followed by a reception in the Parish Hall.

 

With the resignation of Tom Murray from the Board, Joe De Fazio has taken on the responsibility for Chairing this event. Thanks to Joe and his committee for putting together a wonderful and moving tribute. Thanks also to the clergy and parishioners of St. Paul’s for their hospitality and kindness. 

 

 

ST. Patrick’s Day Parade  

For the fourth consecutive year PMAAA put forth a bright and cheery alumni contingent onto 5th Avenue, joining in the New York St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 
 

Formed up in their now expected straight lines and columns, the 169 marchers (exactly the same number as 2005!) were greeted enthusiastically by the spectators who remembered the glory days of the Purple and Gold. Many favorable comments from the parade officials along the route and spectators as to our appearance and formation were heard.

 

In addition to the now familiar sight of the original PMA Irish flag carried by Jack Haren (’65), this year the original Power Memorial flag joined in leading our contingent up 5th Avenue. 
 

Jack had rescued the Irish flag from Power before the doors were closed, and stored it for 20 years. Jack’s appearance this year in kilts was a delight to all.
John Minton (‘61), who proudly carried the Purple & Gold between the Irish & US flags, had retrieved the PMA flag from the archives in Rye.
 

Our thanks to John Begley (’70) for again providing the U.S. flag that was carried proudly by Tim McGeary (’75). 

 

Special thanks are also due Jeff Barry (’69), who played the bagpipes for us over the complete route. The skirl of the pipes inspired many of us through the last few blocks.
 

Because of the delays in the Parade, TV coverage was just going off as our contingent arrived within camera range. As the commentators were making their closing comments, only Bro. Killelea could be seen over Nancy O’Dell’s shoulder.
 

Let’s hope this condition is corrected by next year. Everyone is entitled to see the enviable PMAAA marching as only they can. (Note for next year! For those outside the NBC viewing area it may be possible to see the parade on the NBC web page.)
Post-Parade Party
Following the Parade our 2006 Post Parade Party was held at Cathedral High School.
 

Over 160 Power alumni and guests attended as well as 13 All Hallows alumni. Many extremely complimentary comments were made about the facility, food, drinks and service.
 

An additional feature was added to this year’s PPP, a 50/50 drawing. Initiated by Ed O’Keefe (’61), the Class of ’61 and their spouses sold $2165 worth of tickets.
Great job Ed!
 

In a show of generosity the winner of the drawing, All Hallow’s alumnus Jim Costello, Class of 1959, contributed his winnings to the PMAAAA Scholarship Fund.
We were saddened to learn that Jim has recently passed away and ask that you remember him in your prayers. 
 

Well done and thank you to Dion McKenna (’56) and his crew for putting together both of these successful events.
 

 

Upcoming Events

 

 75th Anniversary Reunion

The Reunion Committee is busy putting together plans for the gala PMA 75th Anniversary Reunion. The date has been set for Saturday, October 14th 2006. 
Be sure to mark your calendar & keep that date open.
 

In keeping with the expressed desire of many of our alumni for an “upscale” event the Reunion will be held at “630 Second” a beautiful banquet hall located between 34 & 35 Streets on 2nd Avenue in Manhattan. The same caterer that was so popular at our Post Parade Party has been retained for this event. Additional info will be sent to you when our planning is completed.
The PMAAA is hoping to make this a memorable event but needs the help and cooperation of our membership to make it all come together.

 

There is a need to set up several working committees to focus on items essential to the success of the evening such as Program/Journal, Silent Auction /Souvenirs, Memorabilia and Honorees. Suggestions or ideas would be welcomed.

If you would like to help please contact Mike Kelly ('55) at gpkelly@bestweb.net (you do not have to be located in NYC)
 

 

All Hallows Golf Tournament
Leewood Country Club, Eastchester, NY

Monday, June 12th 2006
 

Former NBA star Len Elmore (’70) will be honored as a "Friend of All Hallows" on June 12th, at the All Hallows Scholarship golf-outing & dinner. 

 

Sorry for the late notice, but there is still time if you are interested in participating. Call Barbara Lester at All Hallows, (718) 293-4545 immediately for details.

 

All proceeds from Power Alumni participation will be remitted to the PMAAA Scholarship Fund, and help to perpetuate our name.

 

 

Board of Directors

There were two open seats on the Board. Joe De Fazio (’71) and Ed O’Keefe (’61) were nominated to fill these vacancies. The Board has unanimously approved both.
 

 

Power Notables
Wally McCormick (’47) notes that his classmate John McGovern (RIP) was an original crew member on the first nuclear powered submarine, the Nautilus, launched in 1955. He was still aboard in August 1958 when the Nautilus made the first submerged trans-polar crossing of the Artic Circle.

 

Dick Bavetta (’58) refereed his 2,135th consecutive NBA game during this past season to break the record for most games officiated.

 

There was great joy in the Harran family on May 14th. That’s when Dan Harran, of the Oakland A’s, son of Dan Sr.(’67) and nephew of Jack Harran(’65), pitched a six hitter at Yankee Stadium to defeat the Yankees 6-1
(FYI  Jack is the man who rescued the Irish flag from the closed PMA.)
 

Kareem Abdul Jabbar (Lew Alcindor ' 65) is working on a project, "On The Shoulders of Giants" that tells the story of the New York Renaissance Five (a.k.a. The Harlem Rens) . The documentary will relate the interplay of the Rens and the Legends of Jazz who shared their same home court, The Harlem Casino. 

 

                                                           Nostalgia

                                                                   Little known facts about our school

A previous issues request for unique experiences brought forth a number of “Window “stories

 

Mike Gorman (’68) writes… freshman class, room 605---juvenile delinquents in suits---the Latin teacher for that period was a Mister Healey, whom we abused horribly.  Then one day someone, somehow, found out his wife was critically ill. We had a fast pre-class meeting and decided we would change course and be kind to someone who needed it.  As it was Christmas, we all chipped in and got him a pen. Upon unwrapping it he gave us a big smile, and a small tear. Then he whisked to the window and threw his ten-cent pen (from some bank) out the sixth-floor window.  I would like to say that was the happy ending, but in two minutes the door was flung open and a red-faced black- robed Brother McLaughlin (Dean of Discipline) came charging into the room hurling invectives about our class and his determination to apprehend the culprit who was throwing pens out the window!!. An embarrassed and sheepish Mister Healey asked to talk in the hall and we couldn't have been happier.  Everyone knew McLaughlin would go downstairs, tail between his legs, and Mister Healey would return to the scene of the crime with a face that said "thanks again guys, now let's act like that didn't happen". 

 

Terry Fitzsimmons (’49) relates…. I had Brother Sloan in my senior year in 1949. We were on the 7th floor and he had warned us several times, that our overcoats were to be left 
in the back of the room, and not in the front row as many of us had the habit of doing... Well one day he came flying into the class, picked up all the coats in the front row, and threw them out the window down onto 10th Ave.
(Terry doesn’t elaborate on what happened after that or what became of the coats)

 

Another Bro. Sloan tale from Vic Kaplan (’51)
I remember the day he came into the classroom and the windows were not exactly the way he wanted them, mostly closed and all aligned at the bottoms. Well, one window was open all the way to the top and he charged, screaming, across the room, up on the desk nearest the window and right out the window. He was hanging on to the sill with one foot on the ledge around the building, until a couple of my classmates pulled him in. He calmed down for about a minute, and then went into a tirade about how "those windows will all be in the proper condition when I come into the room." He was a real eccentric, for sure. 

 

 ( Do you have a unique experience or memory of the school? Send it to: mactom@optonline.net)   
Letter From the President

 

Dear Fellow Alumni,

I want to take this opportunity to thank Art Kenney for his leadership and dedication as the First President of the Power Memorial Alumni Association.

 

Since his resignation, to concentrate his efforts on the Scholarship Fund, I have inherited the position of President and will continue to follow in Art’s footsteps to expand our alumni association. 

 

We have four events each year, the Memorial Mass, the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Post Parade Party and the Reunion. This year proves to be a very special year for us. It is our Diamond Jubilee, Power’s 75th Anniversary. Therefore, we would like the upcoming Reunion to be a unique and memorable one, and ask that you all make an effort to contribute to its success.

 

The Executive Board has also had discussions on the idea of having a memorial plaque placed at the site of our former school. In order to fulfill this task, we need the permission of the Alfred condominium building that now stands at 161 West 61st Street. A committee will be formed to work on this matter.

 

If any alumni wish to volunteer or contribute in any way to our committees, we would welcome your participation. I can be contacted at a.chickpisani1@verizon.net
 

God Bless You All.
Andrew “Chick” Pisani, Class of ‘70
President, PMAAA
 

Final Dismissal

Requiescant in Pace
 

Anthony Lessica (’55)…………………….March 2005

John Stella (‘67 )………………………….July 2005

Ralph Castro (’70)……………… ………December 2005

Edward Heany (’51)……………………….January 2006

Stephan Valance (’63)…………………… February 2006

Maurice “Dave” Lynch……………………March 2006

Dennis Mcmanus (’66)…………………….March 2006

Neil Francis (’65)………………………….May 2006

(If you know of any brother alumni, faculty or staff member who have passed on please forward

their names to: mactom@optonline.net )

 

 

Thanks to Tom McGuire for his hard work in putting this Newsletter together. Tom has had some health problems lately so please remember him in your prayers.

 

Dion McKenna

Secretary, PMAAA
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