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Tom Brady





Tom Brady, Rest in Peace, March 15, 1948





Long before the killing rampages of Columbine and Virginia Tech, Power Memorial Academy suffered its own agony.  On March 15, 1948, sophomore Tom Brady was shot and killed by a crazed Serbian immigrant, Marko Markovich, who wounded six other boys.  The last boy in the school to have his confession heard that day, Tom Brady was walking with two friends Robert Ten Broeck and Roderick Wiilliams when they came upon the killer outside the 12th regiment armory on 61st and 9th Avenue, site of present-day Fordham Law School.  Inside the armory, Power juniors and seniors were practicing marching for the St. Patrick’s parade.


Eyewitness Ralph Esposito describes what happened next:  “The Brady boy flung himself at the murderer trying to tackle him or knock him down, and the gun went off just as he reached the man.”  Through his actions Brady helped save the lives of his friends. Paulist priest Father McGough tended to Tom:  “There was no trace of anger in his face as I administered Extreme Unction.  His appearance was one of utter peace.”  Later Tom Brady’s father said, “We hold no malice towards this man.  That would not help us now, nor bring back Tom. As far as we are concerned, the man was not responsible.” 


Markovich was chased by Power students and police to a nearby apartment building and captured.  He told authorities he was going to shoot Catholics at a Mass at St. Paul’s the day before but was scared away by police in attendance. He blamed Catholics and Italians for the death of his thirteen-year-old son Jovan from a cerebral hemorrhage four years previously.  Psychiatrists at Bellevue judged Markovich insane and sentenced him to Mattewan State Hospital for the Criminally Insane in Beacon for the rest of his days.


What kind of a boy was Tom Brady?  The eldest of four sons, he was dark Irish with hair of ebony, so handsome that Thornton Modeling Agency used him and his brothers frequently.  He told his mother he wanted to become a priest like her brother. 


The funeral Mass at Incarnation was attended by 900 inside the church and 2000 outside.  Tom was buried at Gate of Heaven in Hawthorne where his mother Rose joined him in 1969 and his father Thomas in 1976.  The effects of Tom’s death on the family can only be guessed at, but last year the Power Alumni contacted his two surviving brothers who were glad that Tom was being commemorated, but did not choose to participate in the Mass because of the painful memories it summoned.


In referring to Christ, St. John’s Gospel says “this is how we have come to know love: He laid down His life for us. We should also lay down our lives for our brothers.” � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%203:16&version=77" \o "View 1 John 3:16 at BibleGateway.com" �1 John 3:16�.  Tom Brady did this, and that’s why we honor him more than sixty years after his death.


I want to thank Tom McGuire for helping keep Tom’s story alive, Ray Heitzmann who wrote about Tom,  and Brother Ferro and Brother De Lorenzo, Provincial archivists, for supplying me with newspapers of the day.





Jack O’Keefe, Power faculty 1965-1968








